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HOLIDAY GIFT GIVING
Looking ahead to next years’ Christmas

by Averi Fier 
     The holiday season is about spending 
time with your friends and family, but 
with the giving season comes presents. 
Oftentimes it is difficult to buy them for 
loved ones because of lack of money or 
simply not knowing what to get them. 
However, there are many alternatives, 
such as making someone a gift or 
cooking/ baking their favorite food. 
Gag-gifts and gift-giving games are also 
popular. White elephant is a fun and 
humorous way of exchanging gifts with 
a group of people: gifts are usually funny 
and inexpensive, and it is different than 
usual gift-giving. While these alternatives 
are fun, nothing beats Christmas shopping 

for family and friends, and nothing is 
better than being proactive, so why not 
start shopping now.
     Some foolproof gifts to look out for, 
other than homemade presents or baked 
goods, are fuzzy blankets/socks; gift 
cards; books (especially motivational 
ones); warm hats, gloves, or scarves; 
different types of coffee or tea; and plants 
(succulents are great for those without a 
green thumb). Senior Destiny O’Connor is 
one of the most festive, spirited students 
here at PHS, especially when it comes to 
Christmas. “I enjoy Christmas shopping. 
I love walking around the department 
(Cont. on page 2)



stores when they’re all decorated and 
playing Christmas music. It reminds me 
of when I was a little girl,” O’Connor 
says. “I buy presents for my mom, friends, 
and other family members.” O’Connor 
said Kohl’s, Macy’s, and the mall were 
the best places to shop. “I base my gifts 
off of personalities and interests,” she 
says. “My go-to gifts are definitely fuzzy 
socks and chocolate, but pajamas and 
cute accessories are also some of my 
favorites.” Giving presents can definitely 
be memorable, but sometimes getting 
presents can be a fond memory as well. “I 
think the best gift I’ve ever given was
a photograph frame collage of family 
pictures for my mom. The best present 
I have received was my cousin coming 
home for Christmas and surprising me,” 
O’Connor remembers. That is why starting 
to shop now is a great idea. This way, gifts 
can be well thought-out, not rushed.
     While buying, wrapping, giving, 
opening, and receiving presents is fun, the 
message is clear: Christmas is a time to 
give back to those you love. The holiday 
season is about peace, love, and giving. “I 
love giving presents; it makes me feel so 
good and makes my heart happy. I love 
the idea of giving back to others!” 

(Cont. from page 1)
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Who Needs School Anyways
Is What we Learn Helpful?
by Lynn Merigold

Editorial 3

     Do you ever wonder if what we learn 
in school is necessary? Now before 
you jump to conclusions, I am in no 
way saying that what we learn is not 
important. I am simply asking whether or 
not you think everything being taught is 
useful for our education.
     I can tell you in all honesty there are 
some topics I have learned about that I 
will never use in my future. With that 
being said, there are certain areas in 
particular that I have gained knowledge 
that I will take with me throughout life. 
     There are state requirements that 
need to be completed, dictated by the 
Illinois Board of Education; however, I 
believe strongly that the lessons in life 
that impact us the most are stemmed 
from the interactions we share with 
one another. I have learned far more 
from my own experiences, struggles, 
and accomplishments than I have by 
memorizing information for a test and 
shortly after forgetting everything I 
learned.
    As of today I plan on becoming a 
secondary education teacher, and that 
may change, but for now let us make 
that conclusion. In order for me to be 
majoring in education, I will need to be 
knowledgable about many subjects, even 
if I choose one in particular to gear my 
studies towards. Students in a nursing 
field, generally speaking, take classes that 
will be more science based. Someone 
majoring in accounting would need to 
focus on math courses. Another student 
may be going into the workforce, such 
as a welder or a fireman, and may not 
need to know everything about History, 
English, Social Sciences, or Mathematics. 
Each college major is typically based on 
one area of study that would benefit the 
person trying to receive the degree. If 

students had the option in high school 
to focus their studies on subjects they 
have interests in- similar to how students 
pick courses in college- they would enjoy 
the learning aspect of their high school 
experience more. The end goal of high 
school is to be prepared for the real 
world, the future, but if we cannot find 
one area that interests us then we leave 
unprepared. 

Highlighting notes is a great way to help retain
information, especially with seven classes. It is 
important to remember the key points.
      Another opinion about this topic is 
relating to what is not taught in schools. 
Some subjects that should be touched 
upon end up never being covered, or even 
(Cont. on page 4)

Rebecca Reidy

Jessica Brenner

Thank you FFA, Ms. Jacobs, Mr. Strough, 
the Girl's Basketball team, Mr. Rusek, 
the band, Ms. Rietman, and NHS for 
volunteering in November, December and 
January!  
We so much appreciate their willingness 
to support us and the community!  Special 
Thanks to the FFA for the 20 gallons of 
milk donated in December!!

Thank you also to you the students that 
work on the school paper!!

Bev Christensen
Helping Hands Board Member & 
Volunteer
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mentioned in schools. For example why 
are we not learning about automotive 
maintenance? Most students drive cars 
to school; some vehicles can be older, 
especially ones that are passed down in 
the family. They have issues from time 
to time like any car or truck will so it is 
important to know how to fix it. Why are 
we not learning about insurance, or taxes, 
or how to budget? Students with part 
time jobs learn the sad truth about taxes 
when they receive their first paycheck. 
On the subject of budgeting, I know for 
a fact some of my friends blow through 
their money, without any notion of where 
that money came from or who put in the 
work for that bill. Students that are more 
responsible with their money or who 
have worked jobs know how hard it is to 
make a living. The true value of a dollar is 
unveiled. Why are we not learning about 
house payments, renting, and mortgages? 
A few students plan on moving out as 
soon as they turn 18 but many of them 
will not realize how difficult that can be.
     Some may argue that these topics 
are meant to be taught at home, but not 
everybody has someone around to explain 
these lessons to them. The good news is 
our Consumer Education class here at 
Peotone touches on many of these topics. 
While they may seem simple to adults, 
most teenagers have no clue about what 
is in store for them in the years to come, 
such as buying a car, renting a house, 
finding a job, or paying college debt.
     Finally, I want to make it clear my 
article is in no way trying to offend 
anyone who is an educator or involved 
in a school, including teachers, 
administrators, and students. This 
editorial is written to bring up a thought.
Since each generation is changing as time 
goes on, maybe the way students are 
taught, and what they are taught, should 
be altered as well.

(Cont. from page 3) New Year, New Calendar
Should Peotone have a year- round calendar?
by Ashleigh Viola

     The debate of the year round school 
calendar has been talked about for a long 
time. Many schools in other countries 
have already taken this approach to 
the school year. The idea consists of 
traditional holiday breaks but also 
additional breaks over other months, in 
place of the the two and a half month 
break.
     There are ups and down to this idea. 
Some of the ups are getting more breaks 
throughout the year and you never are 
out of school for long periods, so it is 
easier to stay on track. “It is cool to think 
you would be able to see your friends so 
much more with this type of school year. 
Also, it would feel like you are getting 
the four years of high school over sooner 
in my opinion,” said Freshman, Olivia 
Cann.
     Although there are some pros to it, 
so many have said that there are too 
many cons, especially among students, 
to ever be able to put this into place in 
the United States, or at least in Peotone. 
“Personally, I think that if Peotone had 
a year- round calendar, many students 
would not like it. You would have school 
taking up a lot of the calendar, no days 
spent tanning by the pool, and I do not 
think that it would feel the same if there 
was not a long summer break like we 
are used to,” explained Cann. Most of 
the general thoughts on the idea of a 
year round calendar are not in favor of 
it. Many students do not like the idea of 
their three month long summer break 
getting taken away and exchanged for 
smaller, more spread out breaks. Cann 
expressed her thoughts on this point, “I 
think if Peotone had this kind of school 
year, most of the students would probably 
cry. I like my breaks at the times they are 
and I really like having the summer to 

hang out with my friends that go to other 
schools and not having to worry about 
their school schedule conflicting with 
mine.”
     Overall there are many arguments one 
could make for and against a year round 
school calendar. A popular point against 
it is not having the long and relaxing 
summer break like we are used to. On the 
other hand, many think that this setup 
can be beneficial to keeping students 
caught up and in the swing of school 
with the more spaced out breaks. Both 
sides can make convincing arguments as 
to why or why not we should go to the 
year round approach to school. Although 
it may be talked about here and there, I 
think it is safe to say, Peotone will not be 
changing that set up in the near future. 

These graphs compare and contrast the times 
a student would be in school and on a break 
during a traditional school calendar and the 
balanced, or year- round school calendar. 
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Congratulations to the cast of 
High School Musical

The Jocks 
Troy Bolton - Gabe Barta

Chad Danforth - Seth Lonard
Zeke Baylor - Trevor Goode

Jason - Jack Turner
Other Jocks - Mackenzie Gallagher, Grace 

Battiato, Jayden Joslin, Mia Steeves
The Brainiacs

Gabriella - SaraKay Ferguson
Taylor McKessie - Rylie Pine
Martha Cox - Kasey Kimbrel
Kratnoff - Micheal Flanagan

Other Brainiacs - Richard Martz, Brooklynn 
Cavitt

The Thespians 
Sharpay Evans - Lexi Hillman
Ryan Evans - Tommy Brennan

James - Matt Barta
Susan - Audra Moore
Cathy - Paige Moreno

Alan/Alice - Ellie Schipman
Cyndra - Sarah Gonzalez

Thespian - Bethany Gass, Alyssa Shea, Katie 
Stewart, Lexi Morris
The Skater Dudes 

Ripper - Brooke Rezack
Mongo - Jake Lexow

Skater Dudes - Ryley Clarke, Evelynn Perry, Brook 
Bonk, Mikayla Moore

Adults 
Ms. Darbus - Allie O’Dell

Coach Jack Bolton - Billy Robinson
Ms. Tenney - Chloe Ehrich

Moderator - Matt Barta
Karaoke M.C - Richard Martz

Other Students 
Jackie Scott - Giselle Calderon

Kelsi Neilson - Tricia Martz
Wildcat Cheerleaders: Ellie Schipman, Molly 

Marchionda, Olivia Cann, Chloe Ehrich, Sophie 
Perry, Alex Clarke

Congratulations to our Unified 
Dance team for placing 
1st place at IHSA state last 
weekend! 
The Competitive Dance team 
for placing 3rd and qualifying 
for state with their 2nd routine! 
Great job placing 6th at state!



Buzzers and Toss-ups
The ins and outs of Scholastic Bowl
by Mia Steeves

News 6

     The Scholastic Bowl season has begun, 
and both the Varsity and JV teams anticipate a 
successful winter of competition. The Varsity 
team this year consists of eight members and 
is evenly balanced with four juniors and four 
seniors. JV has a few returning sophomores on 
the team, but the majority are freshmen who 
want to test their knowledge and make an impact 
on the JV team. The coaches of both teams, 
Mrs. Andriano and Mrs. Upton, are competitive 
themselves, and plan for their teams to go far 
throughout the season. 
     One JV member, sophomore Alex Strough, 
anticipates improving throughout his second year 
on the team. Strough feels confident about his 
new teammates, and said, “All of our incoming 
freshman have a lot to offer to the JV team. 
They are very smart in all subjects.” In Scholastic 
Bowl, teams are asked a series of questions 
ranging from categories like the arts, music, and 
literature; to science and sports. Strough has 
strengths of his own, and says, “I feel like I’m 
strongest in pop culture and some history.” As the 
team competes throughout the season, Strough 
sets goals for himself. He says, “I want to just try 
to get as many toss-ups as possible and help our 
team win!” So far, Strough is doing just that, as 
the JV team took their first win against Sandwich 
on December 6th. He contributed 20 points 
himself after answering two toss-ups. Freshmen 
Michael Hunding and Shannon Warden were also 
two of the top scorers for the JV team. 
     The Varsity team also took a win against 
Sandwich, and the leadership of the seniors 
made itself evident. Paving the way with points 
were Maura Daly and Brennan Price, both 
experienced members of Scholastic Bowl. Daly 
and Price typically end up with the most toss-ups, 
followed by Junior Logan Krska. A second year 
member, Krska has been making a difference on 
the Varsity team so far. As for his strengths, one 
in particular stands out in his mind. Krska said, “I 
definitely feel like my strongest subject is science! 
It has always been one of my favorite subjects in 

school, and I find many of the weird properties 
interesting. Plus, it helps because that’s what I 
want to continue to study in college.” Also, Krska 
plans on being more confident in competitions 
too. “This year, I want to be more active,” said 
Krska. “I’m sometimes timid or scared to buzz 
in and get the question wrong. However, I have 
been more daring with my play and it is really 
paying off.” Although Scholastic Bowl seems 
mostly individual, Krska reflects on how it is also 
largely team-based. “Each player is fighting to 
get the toss up, and we want to push ourselves to 
get the right answers. However, it is very much 
a team competition because we can help each 
other out on the bonus questions.” Competitions 
have started again, and both teams faced Lisle on 
January 10th and Plano on January 16th. The JV 
swept Lisle 2-0, while Varsity unfortunately lost 
both matches. However, both teams dominated 
against Plano the following Tuesday, and 
competed at home on Thursday the 17th against 
Wilmington. 
     JV crushed both games and now has a record 
of 10-0, while Varsity had a split, losing the first 
match but coming back with a win. 

Varsity coach Mrs. Andriano gives Seniors Maura 
Daly, Brennan Price, and Andrew Grzeskowiak a 
pep talk during their match at Plano High School, 
winning 2-0. 

In-School Suspension
Why and How Many
by Seth Lonard

News 7

An example of an in school suspension slip that 
is to be filled out in response to inappropriate 
student behavior. 

     The notorious name, “In-school 
suspensions” may not be so scary to 
students anymore. Only a few In-school 
suspensions are handed out each month. 
Sadly the number given out has gone up 
this year.        
     When a student gets an in-school 
suspension, a day is selected where they 
must sit in a room all during school for 
almost seven hours. The only thing they 
are allowed to do is work on homework 
assigned by teachers or read a book. 
In-school suspension can be given out 
for any reason if the behavior warrants 
it. Violations such as vaping, skipping 
school, alcohol usage, etc. will result in 
immediate in-school suspensions but 
most of the time there is a verbal warning 
before one is handed out. Mrs. Bean said, 
“Students do not normally get in school 
suspensions more than once.” After the 
first offense, most students are aware 
of the consequences and become more 
aware of their actions. Mrs. Bean 

and Mr. Fantin both take the time to 
speak to the students to try and solve 
the problem to make sure it does not 
happen again. Mrs. Bean says “Educating 
students about making better decisions 
the first time, is the best way to make 
the amount of in-school suspensions 
given go down.” Mrs. Bean believes this 
is very possible as long as both students 
and teachers can cooperate together. 
It is students’ responsibility to make 
smart decisions and for teachers to help 
influence them. That is the key to a 
happy student/teacher relationship. 

Job Opportunities:
1) Sammy’s Pizza is looking for a 
part-time pizza cook. No experience 
necessary. Apply now at Sammy’s in 
Peotone.
2) Pearl Dealership in Peotone for 
a receptionist/cashier. Call Bill 
VanRamshorst at Pearl 708-258-
1700.
3)Dralle Chevrolet is looking for 
a part-time evening and weekend 
cashier. Call Cindy at 708-258-3902.
4) There is a job opportunity for a 
part-time maintenance worker for 
after school and weekends. Call Ray 
at 815-719-1126.
5) Daily Journal has a job 
opportunity for a newspaper carrier. 
Contact Willeum Boykin 815-937-
3323.
*** See the Job Opportunities 
bulletin board at the bottom 
of the main staircase for more 
information.



Christmas in the Village
A town wide celebration 
by Julia Beechy

News 8

     Peotone kicked off the Christmas 
celebrations on December 8th through 
their Christmas in the Village festival. The 
event supported 21 local businesses this 
year by luring customers with plenty of 
planned activities for families and kids of 
all ages. 
     Beginning the day, students from the 
National Honor Society and Student 
Council helped volunteers host the annual 
pancake breakfast. The Main Street Dance 
Company offered two performances in the 
PHS Auditorium. While in the building, 
people had the chance to take a look at 
the Craft Fair with over 25 vendors who 
turned their talent into profit or write a 
letter to Santa, all while being serenaded 

by the PHS Band as they performed in the 
Commons. 
     Meanwhile, in downtown Peotone, 
there was an ice sculpting demonstration 
resulting in a frosty eskimo, the Grinch 
himself, and free wagon and train rides. 
Peotone High School’s very own Concert 
and Varsity Choirs joined forces with 
Game On! Bar and Grill to perform for 
customers before moving out to the tree 
for the annual tree lighting. To end the 
day on a final festive note, there was a 
Lighted Parade once the sun went down. 
The lights on every float was mesmerizing 
as they passed all the kids’ eagerly waiting 
on candy to be thrown from the high 
schoolers and local business owners that 
participated. 
       All in all, the day was jam-packed 
with fun things for everyone ages one 
to one hundred. A special thanks to all 
the students, teachers, volunteers, and 
businesses that helped make the whole 
day possible with their donations and hard 
work!

Senior Chloe Erich represents the National 
Honor Society by helping with the wagon ride 
activity.
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The Sophomore Class Registration 
meeting will now be held on Friday, 
February 8th second period. 
The Junior Class Registration 
meeting will be on Friday, February 
15th 3rd period. Students should 
report directly to the auditorium 
at the beginning of the period and 
the Guidance Department will take 
attendance. 
The meeting will take the entire 
period. Thank you in advance for 
your help and understanding as we 
try to get through this registration 
process!




